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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFORM JA, OVIP (FORD, GERALD R.) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT - COMMUNIQUE 

REF: TOKYO 14586 

1. FONOFF (FIRST NORTH AMERICAN AFFIRS DIVDIR MATSUURA) 

INFORMED EMBASSY NOV. 12 THAT JAPANESE SIDE HAS DECIDED 
IT WOULD PREFER THAT COMMUNIQUE BE RELEASED PUBLICLY AT 
4:30 PM NOV 20, RATHER THAN EARLIER THAT DAY AS HAD 

BEEN DISCUSSED INFORMALLY BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. HE SAID 
THEIR REASONING IS THAT: A) LATER HOUR WOULD LEAVE COMFORTABLE 
PERIOD FOR LAST-MINUTE REVISIONS IF REQUIRED AS RESULT 
OF SECOND SUMMIT TALK THAT MORNING; AND B) 4:30 PM 
RELEASE WOULD ALSO CLEARLY COVER TALK BETWEEN THE SECRETARY 
AND THE FOREIGN MINISTER, NOW SCHEDULED 2:00-4:00 PM NOV 20. 

2. REQUEST GUIDANCE FOR RESPONSE TO FONOFF PROPOSAL. 

HODGSON 
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